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–	 Animals, such as rabbits, eating the plant roots;

–	 People walking on or interfering with the reed 
bed, where the risk of contact with the sewage 	
is to be avoided;

–	 The plants dying due to other reasons, including 
unfriendly chemicals in the wastewater;

–	 The pump that assists with spreading the 
wastewater across the surface of the reed 	
bed breaking down;

–	 Too much water going into the septic tank and 
reed bed. This can also result in solids being 
pushed out of the tank and clogging up pipework.
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